Discussion and Learning Guide for Single Subject Clinical Practice Handbook

You will find the Handbook on the School of Education website in clinical practice information. You should bookmark this page for future and frequent review.

http://www.csusm.edu/education/ClinicalPractice/HandbookSS.html
Preview the information on the Handbook Homepage in a 1 minute skim. 
5 minute group discussion. Use the following questions to guide your discussion.

· What is your interest in reading this handbook?
· What are the most important sections for you to look at tonight? 
· What will you look at this weekend in more detail?
· What do you think you might come back to often?

As you begin your journey into teaching, this first time through the handbook will serve as an introduction to the profession and expectations we have of teachers. A reference to the “first time through the handbook” indicates that you will be returning to it throughout your credential program. This guided group discussion is the beginning of becoming familiar with its contents. The following guide serves to help you focus on some key ideas and principles. Although the guide refers you to specific pages, we would urge you to have a look at other parts this weekend, as well (at least skim for now).
Clinical Practice Forms Pertinent to All
1. Click on “Clinical Practice Overview” and read pp. 6-9. Draw a visual depiction of the program’s organization as you understand it. Consider this a quick draw, web, flow chart, whatever makes sense to you. Show your picture to your group and explain the organizational structure of the program. (8 min.)
2. Click on the “Teacher Performance Expectations (TPEs) Full Text. Read the table of contents on p. 2. This is what you will be assessed on throughout clinical practice. Clarify with your group which part if TPE I applies to you. Skim the remainder of this section. You should return to this section often to familiarize yourself with the expectations. (5 min.)
Clinical Practice Forms Pertinent to Teacher Candidates

3. Skim pp. 2-3. Look away from the computer and tell one another what you recall. 

4. Someone from the group volunteers to read the Clinical Practice Attendance Policy aloud on p. 3. After reading, 2 people should summarize how you understand the CP Attendance Policy. 

5. Skim pp. 5-6 and describe how you will work to establish communication with your cooperating teacher and other teachers at your school site.
6. Have a look at pp. 7 and 8. Are you expected to complete all of these activities each semester? How will you keep track of and record the activities that you do attend? How will you work together as a team to help remind one another of this responsibility?
7. Where and under what circumstances can you substitute?

8. What does the vocabulary word “disposition” mean? Read the School of Education Dispositions. You will be required to self-assess yourself on the development and accomplishment of these dispositions.

Look at the Teacher Candidate Twice Monthly CP Log. Explain to your group how you will manage your time and complete this log. If there is a part you aren’t sure about, ask your group for clarification. If the group is unsure, ask one of your professors.  When and to whom do you e-mail this form?

9. You will be required to keep an electronic portfolio of TPE evidence on Taskstream. What do you think is the purpose of this portfolio? What are some examples of evidence that you will upload? Where do you think this evidence will come from?
10. How will you know you have met all of the TPEs?

11. We will learn more about co-teaching next week, but you can have a look at the co-teaching website as a preview. 
Have a look at the rest of the handbook so that you are familiar with the information available for everyone involved in supporting you in the coming year. Next week, you will sign the handbook agreement form indicating you have reviewed the entire handbook.
· Read the sections for On-site Liaisons, University Supervisors, and Cooperating Teachers so that you will know what their roles are in helping you to grow as a professional educator.
· Write 3-5 questions you have regarding information in the Handbook? Be sure to reference the place in the text where you have each question. Bring your questions to the clinical practice orientation session.
